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The Decision-Making Process of Foreign
and Security Policies under the Tsai Ing-wen
Administration in Taiwan: A Case Study on

the U.S.-China-Taiwan Relations in 2018

Wei-Hsiu Huang
Assistant Professor, Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia,
The University of Tokyo

[ Abstract])

This paper analyzes how President Tsai Ing-wen manages her
foreign-security decision making process by the case study of Sino-
American relations in 2018. In this case study, the Tsai administration
made the explicit and cohesive correspondence for the Taiwan Travel
Act, which is the traditional security problem. But the mainland China
policy and security policy sector do not have a good cooperative
relationship with the economic sector in the administrations for the
China-United States trade war in 2018. Additionally, the background
of the problem is not only that the President’s power in the economic
field at the Semi-presidentialism in Taiwan is limited, but also the
technocrats in the R.O.C regime have the most influence at economic
policy decision process. As a result, because Taiwan will be faced with
pressures by China at every aspect starting from 2019, President Tsai
should reconstruct the comprehensive decision-making regime soon in

order to face these challenges.

Keywords:Tsai Ing-wen, Cross-Strait Relations, Decision-Making
Process, Taiwan Politics
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